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“Che Drganist’s Wagazine of 
Coiuntaries,”’ 


A SPECIAL AND UNUSUAL OFFER. 


The Organist’s Magazine of Voluntaries has now 
been established for two years and a half, and from 
the first number it has had an encouraging sale. 
Subscribers have frequently spoken in most favour- 
able terms about it, and the Press has uniformly 
(so far°'as we know) commended it. We are 
anxious to extend its circulation ; and we feel sure, 
when once organists see several numbers of it, 
and thus understand precisely what kind of a pub- 
lication it is, they will become regular subscribers, 

To secure this result, we are prepared for a 
short time to make the following special offer : viz., 
We will forward (carriage paid), in the course of a 
month or so, Numbers IV. to XV., for contents of 
which see advertisement on front page (96 pages 
together), well bound in cloth, for ros, 6d., on the 
following exceptional terms—viz., 5s. to be paid 
two days after delivery of the volume, and the 
balance to be paid two months afterwards, To 
those who prefer to pay cash the price will be gs. 
Any one not satisfied with the volume may return 


| 








it within two days of its receipt, and we will con- 
sider the order cancelled. This offer is open till 
November 15th only. Those wishing to avail 
themselves of it, should send in their names to 
the Publishing Office, 44, Fleet Street, London, 
E.C., before that date, 

For the information of those who have not seen 
a number of the Magazine, we may say that the 


| object of it is to provide organists with original com- 


positions, suitable chiefly for church use. Though 
very varied in style, none of the pieces present 
any very serious difficulties, the aim of the Editor 
being to supply effective and useful voluntaries. 
Each number consists of eight pages (oblong shape) 
of music written in three staves, with an artistic 
cover. The printing is of the highest quality, and 
the paper excellent. We can without hesitation 
say that organists will find this Magazine one of 
the best and cheapest publications of really good 
organ music. It is published on the first of every 
alternate month. Single numbers, ts, 6d. each, 
the annual subscription being 6s. 6d., post free, or 
3s. 3d. half yearly. 


m.C.a. Composition Competitions. 
In the spring, the Committee of the Noncon- 
formist Choir Union offered prizes for the best 
Anthem, Part-Song, and Hymn Tune. Owing to 
the summer holiday, some delay took place in 
awarding the prizes. The Anthems were sub- 
mitted to Mr. Ebenezer Prout, the Part-Songs to 
Dr. E, H. Turpin, and the Hymn Tunes to Mr. 
Josiah Booth. After careful consideration, they 
made their awards as follows. 
For the best Anthem the prize is given to 


Mr. Cuartes M. Hupson, 
Organist and Choirmaster, 
Stockwell Baptist Chapel. 


Anthems by “Rosalia” and ‘ Forward” 
commended, 
For the best Part-Song the prize is given to 
Mr. ArtHUR BERRIDGE, 
Member of Kentish Town 
Congregational Church Choir. 


For the best Hymn Tune the prize is given to 


Mr. H. A. J. CAMPBELL, 
Organist and Choirmaster, 
New College Chapel, 
Swiss Cottage, N.W. 


were 


Ir it not often that the Chairman of the Congre- 
gational or Baptist Union refers in his address to 
the Service of Praise. Mr. Albert Spicer, M.P., 
who has so ably filled the chair of the Congrega- 
tional Union this year, however, made some very 
practical remarks on this subject in his last address, 
Mr, Spicer can speak as a musician and as an 
organist, for at one time he officiated in that capacity 
with considerable ability. This is what he said :— 

“In the service of praise we might at home do much 
in the way of preparation. The cultivation of music 
now finds a place in most of our homes; might we not 
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use that knowledge in regular rehearsals for the service 
of praise in the house of God? How much added 
brightness and force would be given to those services if 
this plan could be adopted, and if from Sunday to 
Sunday every component part of the congregation 
brought its share of prepared help for the general 
benetit of the whole! I know the plan in some cases 
has been adopted with great success. Similarly we 
may ask those officially entrusted with the arrange- 
ments and conduct of the musical part of our services 
to give the needed time for their careful preparation. 
It takes time even to select suitable and appropriate 
hymns, if there is to be a unity of plan in the whole 
service; and it requires time on the part of the organist 
and choir to prepare for leading the congregation. In 
addition to time, it needs good judgment, self-abnega- 


tion, and grace, so to arrange, prepare, and execute the | 


musical portion of the service that it may not be alone 
for the honour and glory of organist and choir, but a 
real help and stimulus to the whole congregation. Asa 
denomination we are deeply indebted to our chairman- 
elect for the immense service he has rendered in giving 
us a “Congregational Hymnal.” It has already done 
much in promoting a feeling of oneness in the services 
of many of our churches, and I hope the day is not far 
distant when we shall be able to take our hymnals 
with us into our Congregational churches wherever we 
happen to be, sure that, at any rate so far as the service 
of praise is concerned, we shall feel at home. Much, | 
however, still remains for some of our ministers, | 
organists, choirs, and even congregations to do their 

part, so that the service of praise in our churches may 


worship.” 


Mr. F. G. Epwarps has been saying some wise 
things to his congregation through the medium of 
their Church Messenger. ‘1 have reason to believe 
that our congregational singing is above the 
average,” he says; but he is afraid that this 
average is not so high as it should be. First, he 
suggests that ‘‘we should get a better start to the 
hymns, ete., if a// the congregation would rise im- 
mediately after the last chord of the tune has been | 
played.” Secondly, he points out that there is no | 
virtue in dragging the time. Thirdly, Mr. Edwards 
delicately hints that it is just possible a little more 
enthusiasm might be put into the singing of a// the 
hymns. Noticing how much more heartily the /as¢ | 
hymn is sung as compared with the earlier ones in 
the service, he repudiates the suggestion that this 
is by reason of the approaching release of the con- 
eregation, attributing the increased fervour to the | 
effect wrought by the sermon. ‘If this be so,” he 
asks, “cannot we make a reflex action upon our 
good minister by more spirited singing before the 
sermon ?” 


WE give a hearty welcome to The Scottish Musical 
Monthly, the first number of which appeared in 
October. Mr. G. H. Ely, B.A., who frequently 
contributes to our columns, has temporarily under- 
taken the duties of editor, Though it will report 
musical doings generally, Church music in Scotland 
will occupy a very important place in its pages. 
Judging from the first number, the new venture | 
ought to succeed. 


We are glad to hear that a strong Noncenformist | 
Choir Union is likely to be formed in Liverpool. | 


| 
be inspiring, and generally helpful to the spirit of | 
| 


| to overflowing. 


| Steps have already been taken by some enthusiastic 
friends in the district, and we hope soon to hear 
that the Unien has not only become an accom- 
| plished fact, but is doing earnest and steady work. 
| The intention is for the Union to take part in the 
Crystal Palace Festival, and then repeat the music 
at a Local Festival—a most satisfactory arrange- 
ment. Rumour says that about 1000 singers are 
_ likely to join the Association (though all will not 
attend the London Festival). This is a good 
| example for our other large towns. Will Leeds, 
Birmingham, and Bristol follow this example ? 


A LARGE portion of the recent Crystal Palace 
Festival of the Nonconformist Choir Union will be 
repeated at Exeter Hall on Thursday, November 
2nd, at 7.30 p.m. Besides the choral pieces, Miss 
Florence Bethell and Mr. J. F. Horncastle will 
render vocol solos, and Mr. George Harlow cornet 
solos. Admission is by programme (one penny), 
or sixpence to secure quiet admission to front seats. 
We hope to see a large audience. 


Tue two Prize Christmas Carols (O. N. and Sol- 


| Fa) by Mr. Ernest H. Smith, F.C.O., and Mr. G. H. 


Ely, B.A., respectively, will appear in our Decem- 
ber issue. 


Mr. Minsuatt will lecture on Church Music in 
South Wales the week beginning the 2oth inst., 
and he will visit Scotland for the same purpose 
in December. 





Passing Motes. 

THE PUNSHON MEMORIAL WESLEYAN CHAPEL at 
Bournemouth is a comparatively new and very hand- 
some building. It is well situated in the centre of the 
town. The church can boast of having one of the best 
Nonconformist choirs in the district. They occupy 
seats on either side of the chancel in the usual church 
fashion. ‘Their voices are good, and they render the 
music not only correctly, but very sympathetically. 
The leader possesses an unusually good voice, and her 
clear tones have a very distinct effect in preventing any 


| dragging. The organist, though only an amateur, is a 


skilful player, and accompanies with excellent taste and 
good judgment. The organ is a two-manual instru- 
ment of sweet tone: it is placed in a side chamber off 
the chancel. The choirmaster, Mr. May, is an enthu- 
siastic musician, and spares neither trouble nor expense 
in making the music of the church really up to the 
mark. During last winter he gave one or two concerts 
on a grand scale, but unfortunately with financial loss: 
this ought not to be; such a man deserves encourage- 
ment and support. 


LANSDOWNE Baptist CHAPEL, Bournemouth, has had 
a struggling existence for some time past. Happily the 
Rev. W. C. Minifie, who has done such splendid work 
in South London, has recently accepted the pastorate, 
and his popularity has quickly filled the church almost 
The musical service now wants a 


similar revival. We have no doubt Mr. Minifie fully 
appreciates the necessity of having the best music, as 
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well as the best preaching, and it is to be hoped he will 
use his influence in securing this result. A new organ 
is the first requirement, for the present instrument is a 
wretched thing, quite unequal to leading the singing. 
To manipulate it must be torture, and to get pleasing 
sounds out of it is impossible. Till this instrument is 
replaced by another, probably very much cannot be 
done in the way of improving the musical service; but 
we hope ere long to hear chants, anthems, and solos in 
this church. Mr. Brazier, the choirmaster, has worked 
hard for some time past in the interests of the service 
Mr. A. G. Perman, also, does his best with 
the organ. The choir, too, though not strong, are 
efficient. With an improved musical service, the cause 
at Lansdowne Chapel would be one of the most 
flourishing in the Baptist denomination. 


of praise. 


THE FINCHLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH has been ‘in 
existence a few months only, but the cause has already 
made good progress, and seems likely ere long to be 
one of the most important centres of religious activity 
in the district. The Rev. H. Crombie is the minister. 
Though young, he is a thoughtful, earnest, and eloquent 
preacher, and will certainly be heard of in years to 
come. From so young a church, much in the way of 
music cannot be expected. A choir has been formed, 
but at present it consists chiefly of ladies, so is not 
very well balanced. They sing tastefully, however, 
and are fully equal to leading the music in the Lecture 
Hall, where the services are held till the church is built. 
A harmonium, carefully played by Mr. D. Anderson, 
sustains the singing. There is evidence of vigorous 
life in the place, and undoubtedly the cause will prosper 
abundantly. 


LIsCARD CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, says the Liver- 
pool Porcupine, was recently visited, and it is not too 
much to say that the singing was exquisite. ‘The only 
portion of the service which could not claim the virtue 
of being ‘‘ Congregational ” was the anthem performance; 
but in this instance the congregation remained in a 
sitting posture, and there was certainly much edifica- 
tion to be derived from carefully listening to the har- 
monious strains, keeping the words of the anthem in 
view. Those who visit Liscard Congregational Church 
will not fail to be impressed with the idea that “this 
is none other than the house of God.” 


ON a recent Sunday morning we attended the Rev. 
John Hunter's splendid service at Trinity Congregational 
Church, Glasgow, where the music, under the very 
able direction of Mr. Ben Sykes, was such as might be 
held up as an example to many English churches. Mr. 
Sykes is rather handicapped by an old organ; this, 
however, does not prevent him from securing some 
first-class singing from his excellent choir, six of whom 
are paid vocalists. The singing of the congregation, 
too, was very bold and steady, attributable in no small 
degree to the organist’s accompaniment. Dr. Hunter's 
book of Liturgical Services is very fine indeed, and 
meets a present-day need in a highly acceptable way, 
The choir sang the unaccompanied responses, General 
.Confession, and Lord’s Prayer - beautifully, the expres- 
sion being ‘devout and soulful throughout—in fact, the 
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whole musical service gave us a satisfaction which calls 
forth our cordial sympathy with Mr. Sykes in his most 
excellent work. As for Mr. Hunter's sermon, our feeblé 
power of description fails us altogether in an attempt to 
set forth the popular preacher's torrent of impassioned 
eloquence, In the minds of some persons, Mr. Hunter 
is thought to be somewhat High Church—a large golden 
cross over the communion table, and three reading 
desks besides the pulpit, probably give them ideas of 
this nature; but as far as we were concerned, the 
character of the service at Trinity Church was such as 
to enable us to soar above these matters of detail, 


WE took occasion some time ago to refer in these 
columns to the changes which had taken place at Christ 
Church, Westminster Bridge Road, consequent on the 
appointment of the new pastor, the Rev. F. B. Meyer, B.A. 
In no direction is improvement more apparent than in 
the work of the Temperance Society, whose weekly 
“Pleasant Saturday Evenings,” held in Hawkestone 
Hall, adjoining the church, are in .every way worthy of 
the name, The musical arrangements have been placed, 
in the hands of Mr. Stanley Sharp, a musician of con- 
siderable experience, and one who is rapidly acquiring 
a reputation as a solo flautist of no mean order. Some 
capital programmes have been given, and their con- 
tinued excellence is evidenced by a weekly increase in 
the attendance. The meetings are entirely free, and 
are under the chairmanship of Mr. Meyer, and short 
addresses are given each week on behalf of the Tem- 
perance cause. 


OXFORD NONCONFORMIST CHOIR UNION. 


THE first annual meeting of the Oxford Nonconform- 
ist Choir Union was held at- the Wesleyan Lecture 
Room, New-Inn-Hall Street, on September 28th. The 
meeting took the form of a social gathering, vocal and 
instrumental music being given and refreshments pro- 
vided. The chair was taken by the President, the Rev. 
H. B. Case, and there was a good attendance. Amongst 
those present were the Rev. J. Daun, Councillor Salter, 
Messrs. A. F. Kerry (conductor), A. Wiblin (organist), 
C. W. Strange (hon. sec.), etc. The first item on the 
programme was a pianoforte duet by Messrs. Wiblin 
and Kerry, after which the Secretary presented the 
balance-sheet, which showed a small balance in hand, 
and the report, which, on the whole, was of a satis- 
factory character. The President then addressed the 
meeting, remarking that he thought the. Union had 
fully justified its existence. It had drawn them all 
together more, and Itad not only provided an excellent 
festival, but had made its influence felt in the singing 
of the simple hymn tunes which they used every 
Sunday. He announced that the pieces that had 
been selected for the next festival were Spohr’s Zas¢ 


Judgment and Mendelssohn's Hear my Prayer. The 


election of officers was then proceeded with, and 
resulted in the election of the following :—President, 
Rev. H. B. Case; hon. sec., Mr, C. W. Strange ; 
treasurer, Alderman Underhill; conductor, Mr. A. F. 
Kerry ; organist, Mr. A. Wiblin; auditors, Messrs. J. 
H. Salter and T. H. Rose. The following programme 
of music was afterwards gone through :—-Song, “ Sun- 
shine and Rain,” Miss Liddell; song, “ The Erl King,” 
Mr. H. E. W. Phillips; song, “Two Children,” Miss 
Clarke; violin solo by Mr. G. Blackall; song, “ Light 
in Darkness,” Miss, Colegrove; song, ‘Il , Bacio,” 
Miss Gardiner; song, “ The Seraph’s Crown,”, Miss 
Liddell, : rar isn 
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gusic at Crouch bill JPresbpterian 
Church. 


DurinG the past fifteen years, probably no district 
around London has more altered than the neigh- 
bourhood of Crouch Hill. The fields of a decade 
ago are now covered with houses, and the country 
lanes are converted into suburban streets. The 
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- earnest, forcible, and has an easy and a most effec- 


tive delivery. His style altogether is “taking,” 
and we are not at all surprised to find his large 
church so full that it is next to impossible to secure 
sittings. He has a fine presence, and his voice is 
melodious. . In all respects Mr. Meharry is cer- 
tainly one of the most popular preachers in North 
London. 

When we previously visited this chapel, we 
remember the organ was in the gallery facing the 
minister. We were glad to find that a change had 
been made, and the organ and choir are now 
placed in the gallery behind the pulpit. The 


| organ, which is almost new, is divided in two parts, 


| greatly aided the congregational singing. 


the choir and pedal being one side of the gallery, 
and the swell and great the other. The instru- 
ment contains twenty-four speaking-stops, and is 
blown by hydraulic power. 

The organist and choirmaster is Mr. W. G. Plow- 
man, whose likeness accompanies this article. He 
is a player of considerable ability, his taste and 
judgment being exceedingly good. His voluntaries 
were artistically played, and his accompaniments 
He has 
occupied his present position for about two years, 


| previous to which he was organist at Edmonton 


| Parish Church. 
| W. H. Monk, for whom he frequently deputised, 


various denominations have provided for the re- | 


ligious instruction of the inhabitants by building 
places of worship. The Presbyterians have under- 
taken their full share of this work, and now possess 
one of the finest chapels in the district. It is situ- 
ated at the corner of Holly Park, on the right-hand 
side of Crouch Hill, walking towards Crouch End. 
It is built of brick, and stands a little way back 
from the road. 


Inside it is a most comfortable | 


chapel, though rather long for its width, with a | 


seating capacity of about twelve hundred. Spacious 


galleries run all round the building, that at the back | 


of the pulpit being devoted to the choir and organ. 


We visited this chapel on a recent Sunday © 


morning, and, arriving early, were courteously 
placed in a seat commanding a splendid view of 
the building. One thing struck us particularly, 
and that was the character of the congregation. 
As they came in a few at a time, we could not help 
noticing their respectability. By their faces and 


! 


by their heads, we came to the conclusion that | 


they are intellectually far above the average. 

The esteemed minister of the church is the Rev. 
J. B. Meharry, B.A., a man well known outside the 
Presbyterian body. As a preacher he is eloquent, 


He was a pupil of the late Dr. 


and with whom he was personally very friendly. 
Mr. Plowman, by his efficient work, his amiable 
manner, and his genial spirit, has endeared him- 
self to minister and people, and they speak in high 
terms of him. On the other hand, he feels he 
has the friendship and sympathy of the congrega- 
tion, and this inspires him in his work. Long 
may this happy union continue ! 

A few minutes before the time for commence- 
ment of service, the choir entered together and 
quietly took their places. On this occasion there 
were twenty-one ladies and eleven gentlemen 
present, but there was space for some ten or 
fifteen more. Their singing was decidedly good. 
Their voices are sweet, and some of them strong, 
and throughout the service they Ted the congrega- 
tion with spirit. The sopranos were especially 
good, and the basses full and sonorous, but the 
contraltos and tenors might be strengthened with 
advantage. 

The service was of the usual kind, the order 
being as follows:—Sanctus 555 in “Church 
Praise”; Prayer; Hymn 304 (Part II.); First 
Lesson; Hymn 43; Second Lesson; Prayer ; 
Hymn 437; Sermon; Offertory; Hymn 294; 
Benediction. 

An anthem is sung occasionally, and chanting is 
shortly to be introduced as a regular thing. 

The congregational singing is hearty and general, 
though chiefly in unison; but it needs improve- 
ment in expression. Judicious marks are given in 
“Church Praise”; but they are not as carefully 
observed as they might be. This was specially 
noticeable in hymn 43, and verses 4 and 5. 
Verse 4 was properly sung “/”; but the first 
two lines in verse 5— 


“ Weak is the effort of my heart, 
And cold my warmest thought "— 
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congregation quite as loudly as any portion of the | 


hymn. 
choir carefully marked the change of sentiment, 
but it seemed to have no effect on the people. 
The same failing was apparent in the other hymns. 
If the congregation will be guided by the choir and 


organ in this matter, a change for the better will | 


quickly be the result. 

It is sometimes difficult to keep so large a singing 
congregation from dragging, but this is successfully 
done here. The choir are prompt, and Mr. Plow- 
man accompanies the hymns rather “staccato,” 
and thus the people are not allowed even to think 
of getting behind. Probably nothing is so effectual 
as “ staccato” playing in preventing this frequent 
evil, but care must be taken to sustain the chords 
when sung to words of more than one syllable. 

We were glad to observe that the choir all rose 
together as Mr. Plowman reached the beginning 
of the last linein playing over the tune. This isa 
good custom, as the singers are then well prepared 
to sing. The congregation, however, did not rise 
till the “ playing over” was finished. It would be 
better if they rose with the choir. At present the 
people do not join very heartily till about the third 
or fourth note. 

There is a choral society, consisting of about 
eighty voices, also a small orchestral band, in con- 
nection with the church. Both practise together 
once a week, The Sunday music is first re- 
hearsed, and then a cantata or an oratorio is taken 


Mr. Plowman subdued his organ, and the | 


| in the East Church of Perth. 





up. Last winter Gaul’s Ruth and Mendelssohn’s | 


Lauda Sion were given. This season Rebekah 
(Barnby) and Gaul’s /srae/ are in preparation. 
These works are performed in the church, when 
the accompaniments are played by the band, 
assisted by a few professional players. Mr. Plow- 
man is the conductor. 

From the announcements made by Mr. Meharry, 
we gather that much good work is being done in 
and by the church. Various societies and organi- 
sations are in active operation. It might shock 
some to hear the minister give out that there 
would be no week-night service that week, but in- 
stead he would give a reading of several poems in 
aid of a fund for purchasing a lantern for use in 
their mission station. 
lantern services,” said Mr. Meharry, “ for I like to 
be taught by the eye as well as by the ear. | 
hope we may here before long be instructed by a 
lantern service.” This is wise and sensible talk, 
and clearly shows that Mr. Meharry fully under- 
stands the requirements of the times, 
nouncing a young men’s meeting, he said that, if 
there was any young man there who wanted to 
make friends, he-had only to see him in his vestry 
after service or write. him a note, and he would 
undertake to introduce him to a friend who would 
give him a hearty welcome to a pleasant and 
Christian home. ‘What more can I do?” said 
Mr. Meharry. So earnest and tempting was the 
invitation that surely Mr. Meharry had to hold a 
levée after service. This is the way to reach young 
men and to do them good. Some men are 


eloquent preachers, but, to their shame be it said, 





“1 strongly approve of | . , 
if ig | to show his instrument to any organist who may happen 


though distinctly marked “,” were sung by the | they do not try to get hold of their young people, 


nor do they know personally those who have 
worked in their church for years, They are never 
seen except in the pulpit. To approach them is 
to run the chance of getting a severe snubbing,. 
Happily, Mr. Meharry is a pastor as well as an 
eloquent preacher, and we are not surprised to 
find his church full of life and vigour. Long may 
he live to guide and control all the excellent work 
done by his faithful and devoted -people ! 


Music in the Scottish Churches. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


CuHuRCH musicians in Scotland have recently been 
very much interested in the new electric organ—the 
first of its kind on this side of the Border—just erected 
The organ, an instru- 
ment of three manuals, has been played with the usual 
mechanism for some years; but on the recent recon- 
struction of the church the opportunity was taken of 
rebuilding it on the “ Hope-Jones” system; and the 
result of the change has astonished every one who has 
heard or examined the organ. Dr. Peace, of Glasgow 
Cathedral, finds that the repetition of the touch is equal 


| to that of a grand pianoforte, which is probably the 


highest point yet attained in that direction. He believes 
that the electric system will inevitably lead to a revolu- 
tion in organ-playing; but the following quotation from 
his letter to the builder is worth noting. ‘It is to be 
hoped,” says Dr. Peace, “ that the facilities afforded by 
the electric system will not lead to the mistake of 
placing the organist at too great a distance from the 
organ. Sound must take a perceptible interval to travel 
through space; and if the instrument is so situated that 
the organist cannot hear the sound at the very instant 
he touches the keys, it will be absolutely fatal to any- 
thing like good execution. This seems to me to be one 
of the chief points to be carefully guarded against in 
the application of the electric system in organ-building.” 

The Perth instrument was formally “opened” with 
a recital by the organist, Mr. Dan Wylie, whose playing 
amply testified at once to his own ability as an executant, 
and to the immense advantages in many respects of the 
novel action. Mr. Wylie’s personal experience of the 
instrument so far enables him to say that it far sur- 
passes his most sanguine expectations. The double 
touch, he firmly believes, “will have the effect of 
immensely extending and developing organ-playing in 
such a way as to make it appeal far more to general 
music-lovers than it has ever done hitherto.” Mr. 
Wylie allows me to say that he will be very pleased 


to find himself in the Fair City on the banks of the Tay. 
Perth has been notable for other things besides 


organs this month. One of the congregations, or rather 


In an- | 


a section of one of the congregations there, has risen 
up in open rebellion against the “ prelatic practice” of 
introducing Amens at the end of the hymns and psalms. 
The local Presbytery have actually been petitioned with 
a view to having the “unlawful innovation” removed, 
on the ground that, if tolerated, it “ will lead to many 
others, and will drive many members from the Church.” 
The Presbytery, anxious souls, deemed the matter of 
so much importance that they could not settle it at one 
meeting ; and so the Perth Presbyterians are at present 


| wondering how the “Great Amen” question will be 


| 
| 


finally dealt with. The trifles that exercise the minds 
of some people are amazing. As if it were of the 
slightest consequence, here or hereafter, whether hymns 
were closed with Amens or not! 

Another matter which now and again comes up for 
grave consideration in this merry Scotland of ours is 
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whether or not a church choir should be allowed a | power, richness, and variety.” Well, the ‘‘Great” of 


dance at its annual “social.” 
created the other Sunday in a Leith church, when the 


minister proceeded to the choir-gallery after morning | 


service, and denounced in very strong terms a proposal 
of the vocalists to have a dance. There may perhaps 


Quite a scene was | 


} 
| 
| 


be a difference of opinion as to the expediency of | 


church choirs tripping the light fantastic toe ; but there 
can only be one opinion regarding the conduct of a 
minister who insults a member of his choir by telling 
him that he ought to be bundled out at the door for 
giving courteous expression to his opinion. I am not 


surprised to learn that the choir in question proposed | 
to “strike” after such rude treatment; the marvel is | 
Messrs. Brindley & Foster are giving a good “ Great” 


that ministers having so little tact should find any choir 
willing to serve them at all. 


In regard to this particular | 


question of dancing, since there can be no harm in the | 


recreation itself, how much better would it be to adopt 
the plan of a certain clergyman of my acquaintance, 
who allows his choir to have their own way in the 
matter, and himself countenances the dance by his 
presence. That minister has both a full church and a 
full choir, and he has assuredly as good a chance of 
Paradise as the bigots who frown upon every form 
of innocent amusement, and get themselves heartily 
disliked in consequence. 

Away up in Inverness the Sunday concert has been 
arousing a good deal of feeling. The promoters of one 
of these now popular recitals of sacred music had sent 
copies of their programme to the town ministers, and 
a good deal of pulpit eloquence and denunciation was 
the result. One minister condemned the recital in 
unmeasured terms, and warned all who attended that 
they would have to answer for their sin at the day of 
judgment! The Rev. Dr. Robson was more sensible. 
While not objecting to sacred recitals, he said he 
disapproved of such concerts as were got up for the 
purpose of personal gain, which really seems to have 
been the case at Inverness. The more good music we 
have in the churches on Sundays the better; but it is 


| mirable programme. 





not desirable that the pecuniary element should come | 


prominently to the front. Nowadays the churches 
can be filled better by singing than by sermonising, 
and the question of coin should as far as possible be 
left to take care of itself, 

Mr. Spencer Curwen has been in Scotland, opening 
the session of the West of Scotland branch of the 
Tonic Sol-fa College. In the course of his address 
he expressed his conviction that in Scotland, as else- 
where, congregational singing is steadily going back, 
while choir-singing is as_ steadily improving. This 
seemed to be the general opinion of those who took 
part in the subsequent discussion; and the decay of 
the congregational song was in part attributed to 
absence of melodic beauty in the tunes, and in part 
to organists paying too little heed to the vozal part of 
the servic>. My own experience leads me to believe 
that the first-mentioned cause is all but the sole factor 
in the growing silence of the people. By our new 
fixed-tune system we are very often obliged to take 
the veriest rubbish of tunes to the best of hymns. 
These are almost entirely left to the choir. But let us 
have the old favourites—or even the newer tunes with 
some melody and “go” in them—and the amount of 
lung power displayed by the average congregation is 
assuredly not on the side of decline. I believe the 
editor of a certain official Scottish collection regards 
such tunes as /uvocation, St. George's, Edinburgh, 
Miles’ “Lane, and other melodies of the old type, as 
being essentially vulgar. Perhaps they are: at least they 
are the tunes in which the people's voice is best heard. 

New organs everywhere, and the “ faddist” builder 
with his this, that, and the other novel syst:m or 
cantrivance everywhere too! Messrs. Brindley. & 
Foster extol their “ Metechotic”’ principle of borrowing, 
by which they claim for their instruments a “greater 





the new organ in Hope Park U. P. Church certainly 
seems as if it wanted both more power and more 
richness; but the builders actually glory in the fact 
that the only 4-foot register is a ‘Harmonic Flute,” 
while the 8-feet stops are an “ Open,” an “ Harmonic 
Flute,” and a “Salicional”! No “Principal,” and no 
intention of having one, as “the ‘Principals’ in most 
modern organs are to our mind an abomination.” It 
all depends on the quality of the voicing no doubt! 
But what is to be said on the question of giving a 
three-manual organ 10 stops in the “ Swell,” and only 
7 inthe “Great”? Iam glad to note that, in the new 
organ they are building for Kirkcaldy Free Church, 


organ, with a “ Principal,” though here, too, the ‘‘ Swell” 
is to have 13 stops, and the “Great” only 9. Mr. 
Collinson opened the Hope Park organ with an ad- 
But one sympathised somewhat 
with the remark of the old lady, as overheard in the 
lobby at the close: “Eh! surely they won’t play so 
loud as that a’ day on Sundays?” It is at Hope Park; 
therefore one may hope not! 
J. CUTHBERT HADDEN. 


ISLE OF WIGHT NONCONFORMIST CHOIR 
UNION. 


THE annual report and balance-sheet of this Union 
has just been issued by the hon. secretary (Mr. William 
E. Notcutt). The receipts amount to £28 9s. 3¢., and 
there is a balance in hand of £6 12s. 6d. Ata meet- 
ing on the 5th ult., the conductor (Mr. J. N. Bennett) 
was presented with a very handsome ivory baton, with 
silver mounts, enclosed in a morocco leather case. 

The Rev. C. James, of Ryde Congregational Church, 
who made the presentation, spoke of the. pleasure, it 
gave him to act in the name of the members of the 
Nonconformist Festival Choir. He said he was sure 
the gift would be appreciated by the recipient when he 
knew that every one of the 2co members had sub- 
scribed towards it. He knew those present would 
agree that they were greatly indebted to him for the 
noble way in which he conducted the choir, Nearly 
every one present at the festival said what a glorious 
time they had had, although they chanted the Lord's 
Prayer and the “ Amens.” Mr. Bennett was an ideal 
conductor, as had been shown by the first performances 
of the glee choir that night. It was a disgrace that they 
had not such a good choir in church on Sunday. He 
hoped the day was not far distant when Mr. Bennett 
would be asked to conduct the choir in church again, 
Mr. Notcutt, the hon. secretary, was one of the best 


| men in their church. 


Mr. Notcutt was sorry it was impossible for the 
whole choir to meet on that occasion to present their 
splendid conductor with that beautiful baton as a small 
token of the love and esteem of every member. The 
Union was started four years ago as a Congregational 
organisation, but after the first festival it was decided 
to throw it open to the whole of the Nonconformist 
churches, large numbers from which had joined them. 
He thanked the Ryde friends for their generous sup- 
port. He suggested that they should hold competitions 
amongst the choirs. Perhaps at some future time they 
might be able to carry out the suggestion. 

The Rev. C. James suggested the holding of an 
Eisteddfod. He expressed regret that the festival 
would not be held in Ryde next. year. 

Mr. Bennett, in acknowledgment, said how highly he 
appreciated the honour they had done him. What he 
had done for congregational singing was done from 
love and with no hope of any reward. He hoped they 
would meet again, as a choir. They hoped still to go 
on improving, greatly encouraged as- they had been by 
their friends in Ryde. ’ 
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Treasurer's Cash Account for the Year ending October 17th, 1893. 





1892. Losi @ 
July t. To Cashin hand ... jee cs a OB 
1893. 
Mar, 21. ,, Music Books per } 
Mr. Glover... J 263.17 3 
, Music Books per | 
Mr. Croger \ allan 
; - 264 1 3 
» 25. ,, Collection at the City Temple... 5 6 8 
May 4. ,, Competition Entry Fees A ea 
July 22. ,, Railway and Admission Tickets 60 0 9 
» Reserved Seats ... Hed << fae. o 
», Donations “an 46s « @ GO 
£375 OE 





Examined and found correct, Oct. 17th, 1893. 


1893. have 
Feb, 20. By City Temple Festival Books :— 
Novello & Co... wean G7 46 
Mar. 25. ,, Palace Books :— 
Novello & Co... os 206 5 0 
June 23. ,, City Temple Fees for Rehearsals 2 20 
July 17. ,, Prizes to Choirs ar 10 10 oO 
» 22, ,, Fares and Expenses to Re- 


hearsals :— 


Mr. Minshall ee Fee 
» Blandford e-2°%6 
,» Briscoe 018 o 
» Lawrence Oo 12 0 
——_ 10 16 11 
i ae ip LEC. E&P ee ae Se" 3 
Hf » L.B.&S.C. Railway ice oe Oo 
Aug. 25. ,, Crystal Palace Co. for Seats 3 8 9 
Oct. 6. ,, Essex Hall Special 
Meeting o10 6 
» 27,Finsbury Square 
(Twice) O12 6 
——_ I 30 
» 12. ,, Adjudication Fees ,., ‘ar a oo 
» 13. ,, Prizes — Anthem, Secular 
Piece, and Hymn Tune ... 10 10 oO 
» 14. ,, Printing eee vee a. Saeco 
» Stationery ... ico? ke 
» Postage, Wrappers, etc, ase. te ee 
, Carriage of Books, etc. on, ONG 2 
», Sundry Expenses, 
Advertisements 014 8 
» Telegrams,Gratuities, 
CC. .0- 314 2 
—— 4 810 
Tickets given away :— 
Railway ... 2e@-:6 
Tea wen 4.6 
Seats 0 9 0 
—_——-_ 3 13 6 
» Cash in hand .., 35 15 11 
. £375 3 7 





(Signed) WILLIAM DEAN. 
GEO. H. LAWRENCE. 


Che Boncontormist Choit Union Annual Weeting. 


THE fifth annual meeting of the Nonconformist Choir | 
Union was held at 8 p.m, on Tuesday, 17th ult., 1893, 
at the Tonic Sol-Fa College, 27, Finsbury Square, 
London. Mr. E. Minshall, Chairman of the Union, 
presided. 

The SEcRETARY (Mr. T. R. Croger), having read the | 
notice convening the meeting, and the minutes of the | 
last annual meeting, the first business was the appoint- 
ment of scrutineers to examine and report upon the 
voting papers from the affiliated choirs in England and | 
Wales, electing officers, according to the rules of the 
Union, for the ensuing year. On the motion of the 
CHAIRMAN, seconded by Mr. Dean, Mr. H. Clarke and 
Mr. W. J. Lewis (Barry Road Congregational Church, 
Dulwich), were unanimously chosen scrutineers. These 
gentlemen having retired to count the votes, the Secretary | 
read the fifth annual report as follows :— 

“Your Committee have again to record a year of 
steady growth in influence and usefulness, 

-“ The work can be briefly stated; but its results. are 
far-reaching, and cannot be » easily reduced to set | 
. terms; - ; ow 


“On March 14th, 1893, a Choral Service was held 
at the City Temple, when a choir representing many 
churches gathered together to sing to the praise and 
glory of God. The conductor was Mr. E. Minshall, and 


| the organist Mr. Ernest W. E. Blandford. A quartette 


of soloists, namely, Madame Barter, Miss Warr, and 
Messrs. Rechab Tandy and W. P. Richards, kindly 


| gave their services; and Mr. Sharland, of Bromley, 


played the concluding voluntary. 
‘In connection with the Crystal Palace Festival, fixed 


| for June 17th, a choral competition was announced for 


two classes of choirs, namely, ‘B,’ ‘those consisting 
of 16 to 25 voices,” and ‘A,’ ‘those consisting of 
26 to 40 voices’; a prize of five guineas was offered 
to each class, and Mrs. Minshall very kindly gave a 
handsome Challenge Banner, suitably inscribed for the 


| winning choir of the larger number of voices, which 
| will become the property of the choir winning it three 
| times in succession, Your Secretary added a baton 


, for the conductor of each winning choir. 
.“The. choir of Christ Church, Enfield, applied to 
take part in the competition, but as it consists of boys 
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and men, your Secretary hesitated to receive the formal 
application, on the ground that the N. C. U. must consist 
of adult choirs; no objection being raised to the adult 
members. This led to some controversy, and finally a 
general meeting was summoned to Cecide whether or 
not the Executive Committee had done right in uphold- 
ing the views expressed by your Secretary, and so 
excluding the Christ Church choir from taking part in 
the Festival and competition. After much discussion 
the Executive Committee were upheld by 23 votes 
against 4. 

“For the Crystal Palace Festival Concert 128 appli- 
cations from choirs and local unions were satisfied by 
the issue of 5353 books. A great number of choirs 
gave notice of their desire to take part in the concert 
too late. 

“On June 17th, at 11 o'clock, the choirs entered in 
Class B (16 to 25 voices) assembled at the theatre, at 
the Crystal Palace, and sang before the adjudicators, 
Mr. Leonard Venables, Mr. F: G. Edwards, and Mr. 
Josiah Booth, two pieces—one sacred chosen by the 
Committee, and one secular selected by themselves. 
The prize fell to the choir of the Tunbridge Wesleyan 
Chapel, conductor Mr. G, J. Kimmins. 

“At 2 o'clock Class A (26 to 40 voices) competed 
under like conditions, the prize being awarded to the 
Barry Road, East Dulwich, Congregational choir, con- 
ducted by Mr. J. W. Lewis. 

“At 4 o'clock the orchestra was filled by singers 
coming from all parts of England and Wales. An 
excellent programme of music was gone through with 
great success, under the conductorship of Mr. E. 
Minshall, assisted by Mr. Fountain Meen, as solo 
organist, Mr. Arthur Briscoe as accompanist, and twelve 
solo voices, namely:—Madame Barter, Miss Etta 
Wright, Miss M. Mackie, Miss Adele Kiihn, Miss Edith 
Hands, Miss Constance Warr, Messrs. Miles Mole, 
J. F. Horncastle, T. R. Croger, W. P. Richards, 
F. S. Oram, and Alexander Tucker. We further had 
the assistance of the Crystal Palace Orchestral Band, 
under the personal conductorship of Mr. August Manrs. 

“In the middle of the programme the prizes were 
distributed, and the Barry Road choir sang one of 
their test pieces under their own conductor. 

“Early in this year advertisements were inserted in 
The Musical Times, Musical Herald, aad THE Non- 
CONFORMIST MUSICAL JOURNAL, offering five guineas for 
the best anthem, three guineas for the best part song, 
and two guineas for the best hymn tune. 

“ The result was that fifty-one MSS. were received. 

“The anthems, thirteen in number, were handed to 
Mr. Ebenezer Prout, the nine part songs to Dr. E. H. 
Turpin, and the twenty-eight hymn tunes to Mr, Josiah 
Booth. 

“ After careful examination, these gentlemen reported 
that they had selected the following as prize winners : 
For the anthem, Mr, Chas. M. Hudson, organist and 
choirmaster, Stockwell Baptist Chapel; for the part 
song, Mr. Arthur Berridge, member of the choir, 
Kentish Town Congregational Church; for the hymn 
tune, Mr. H. A. J. Campbell, organist and choirmaster, 
New College Chapel, Swiss Cottage. 

“In conclusion of the plain statement of simple 
facts, your Executive Committee feel that they may 
express the hope that they have not laboured in vain. 

“T, R. CROGER, 
“ Honorary Secretary. 
“On behalf of the Executive Committee.” 


The TREASURER (Mr. Emest W. E. Blandford), in 
presenting the balance sheet, made some comments 
on the finances and prospects of the Union. Having 
started the year with a balance in hand of £39 os. 11¢., 
they closed with a balance of £35 15s. 11¢.,a difference 
of £3 58. The total receipts last year, excluding the 
balance in hand; were, in round figures, £332; this year 


| was £310, this year £340. 


| £6 more on railway tickets. 


| annual festival. 


they amounted to £335; the total expenditure last year 
Therefore, though they 


_ had spent £30 more this year, they had only got £3 5s. 


less in hand, which, he thought, was a very favourable 
result. He then went over some details of the cash 
statement, which had been examined and found correct 
by Mr. Dean, and (in the absence of Mr. Tucker, the 
other appointed auditor) Mr. G. H. Lawrence. Pro- 
ceeding, the Treasurer pointed out that £14 more than 
last year was realised on the sale of festival books, and 
The money from reserved 
seats had fallen off by about 38s. “The increase on 
railway and admission tickets was a healthy sign, but 
he thought the sale of tickets still very poor. They 
had only goi rid altogether of 797 tickets; they ought, 
it seemed to him, amongst so many choirs, and in view 
of the enormous trouble in sending them out, to sell a 
great many more. One favourable point was that more 
tickets were sold in the country than ever before. 
Choirmasters ought to do more in impressing upon 
their choirs the necessity of bringing friends to the 
The Crystal Palace Company were 


| glad to have them, but, naturally, they were only glad 


when they made a profit, and this could only be done 
by the Union securing a large number of additional 
visitors. He went on to say that it was a pity when 
so many books were issued that there were not more 
singers on the orchestra. A great many did not go on 
the orchestra at all, and, in his opinion, this was 
practically obtaining books under false pretences. 
Mentioning that the Union had given away in prizes 
and adjudication fees twenty-six guineas this year, as 
against seven guineas last year, Mr. Blandford said, 
that seemed to him to be a step in the right direction, 
as their aim ought to be in every way to encourage the 
musical talent of Nonconformists, In every previous 
year he had had to complain of the difficulty of getting 
returns of tickets from choirmasters ; this year there 
were only two or three cases in which the returns were 


_ unduly delayed. 


Mr. CROGER, referring to Mr. Blandford’s remarks 
about the attendances at the Palace, said the Crystal 
Palace Company were to be congratulated on the 


| attendances on the Festival day, there having been 


| 


15,834 in 1893, as against 7802 in 1889; so that, not 
considering season-ticket holders, the number of those 
who passed the turnstiles was more than doubled. 
Referring to the reduction of the balance in hand this 
year by £3 5s., Mr. Croger recalled Tennyson's Northern 
Farmer's horse: the Union had some “ proputty,” for 
the copyright of the three prize anthems was worth 
more than £3 5s. 

The CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption of the report 
and the balance-sheet, remarked that the report was 
short and to the point, and recorded some good and 
useful work. He noticed three points in particular in 
which advance had been made during the past year 
more than in any other year. First, they had started 
competitions, which he believed would be very useful 
and interesting in connection with the choirs. The 
competition was not perhaps quite as successful as 
might have been hoped, but he had no doubt that 
next year it would be much more keen. Secondly; 
they had offered prizes for compositions, and that was 
a very useful work for the Union to take up. Thirdly, 
they had issued about 750 more books than in any 
previous year, which showed that the influence of the 
Union had gone much farther than ever before. He 
mentioned that he had had a letter from Liverpool 
saying that the choirs there were thinking of forming 
a strong local union (the present number was about 
150), and inquiring whether, if it were affiliated to the 


_ N.C. U,, they could be supplied with a thousand more 


| books than they now had. 


It was intimated that all 
the singers would not come to the Palace, but a good 


number would do so, the idea being to afterwards . 
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repeat the programme at a big local festival. The in- 
fluence of the Union was evidently extending in various 
parts of the country. Touching the finances, this year 
they had paid not only five guineas for the prize 
anthem, but also three guineas for the part song and 
two guineas for the hymn tune, whilst extra fees 


were paid for adjudication and fees for the competi- | 


tions at the Palace; so that they were really much 
better off financially than in any previous year, Al- 
together, they might congratulate themselves that the 
Union was in a very flourishing and growing condition. 

The motion was seconded by MR. ARTHUR BRISCOE 
(Highbury Quadrant), and carried unanimously. 

The SECRETARY read, with regret, letters from Mr. 
H, C, Broadhurst and Mr. Glover resigning their 
membership of the executive committee, on the ground 
of pressure of other engagements and ill-health re- 
spectively. Mr. Glover (said Mr. Croger) had. been 
particularly patient and useful. For the last two or 
three years he had issued the books of music—-a 
stupendous task, which it would be difficult to get 
another gentleman to take up. General regret was 
expressed at Mr. Glover's resignation, and on the 
motion of Mr. LAWRENCE it was heartily agreed to 
send a message of sympathy to Mr. Glover in his 
illness, with an expression of his fellow-members’ 
appreciation of his services, which had been very un- 
ostentatious but of very great value, and a request that 
he would retain his seat on the committee, even if_his 


state of health prevented him from attending the | 


meetings. 

The SEcrETARY read the letters from Mr. Ebenezer 
Prout, Dr. Turpin, and Mr. Josiah Booth, the adjudi- 
cators, on the compositions competition, in which they 
made the awards. 

Mr. BLANDFORD thought it might be desirable to 
make a rule that a prize in the composition competition 
should not go two years running to the same com- 
petitor. After some conversation, he made a motion 
to this effect, which was seconded by Mr. MELLIs; 
but, as a result of further discussion, the proposal was 


withdrawn, Mr. Goodes and others thinking that the | 


rule would be rather arbitrary. 

Mr. HAWKINS having inquired whether the adjudi- 
cators should not be changed every year, MR. BLAND- 
FORD Said it would be difficult and expensive to have 
three fresh adjudicators every year; whereupon Mr. 
Hawkins said they might do worse than elect one or 
two representative men from their own number to go 
through the compositions first and eliminate any that 
were unsuited to ordinary use. 

The CHAIRMAN knew of a society which elected a 
committee to examine the pieces sent in for com- 
petition; it selected those that were suitable for the 
society, and then submitted them to an expert to say 
which was the best. If the N. C. U. had adopted that 
plan, the difficulty with regard to the prize anthem last 
year would have been avoided. 

Mr. BRAZENDALE having inquired whether the prize 
anthem for this year would appear in the festival book, 
MR. CROGER said they were bound by the award of 
the adjudicator, but they were not bound to print the 
anthem; that would be a matter for the considera- 
tion of the new committee. The compositions of un- 
successful competitors were not available for use; if 
stamps were enclosed they were returned to the 
authors ; otherwise, they were destroyed, and the names 
of these competitors would remain unknown. 

Whilst waiting for the return of the scrutineers, MR. 
CROGER made a brief statement. He was conscious 
that a great deal of work ought to be done, which he 
could not possibly add to his present labours. They 
ought to have, say once a month, friendly gatherings 
and music, papers, discussions, etc., and not to limit 
their efforts chiefly to holding an annual festival. 
He thought it would be a wise thing to appoint one, 
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or two, or three, to formulate a plan and carry it 
out. 

The scrutineers reported the result of the election as 
follows :—Chairman, Mr. E. Minshall; Hon. Secretary, 
Mr. T. R. Croger; Treasurer, Mr. E. W. E. Blandford ; 
Conductor at Crystal Palace Festival, Mr. E. Minshall ; 
Organist at same, Mr. Arthur Briscoe ; Executive Com- 
mittee, Messrs. Arundel, Braine, Brazendale, Broad- 
hurst, Clark, Cowley, Davies, Dean, Goodes, Glover, 
Hawkins, Jay, Lawrence, A. H. Neve, jun., Noakes, 
Oram, Davidson Palmer, Tucker, Rev. H. Ward Price. 

After thanking the scrutineers for their trouble, the 
meeting broke up. 


Mbituarp. 
THE LATE MR. JOHN PETER SINCLAIR. 
It is with deep regret that we again refer to the death 
of Mr. John Peter Sinclair at the early age of thirty-four 
years, which occurred on September 26th. Mr. Sin- 
clairs name is well known in connection with the 


Londen Sunday-School Choir; he was also deeply 
interested in ragged-school and Stinday-school work. 


| Being a lover of music, he formed, in January 1884, a 


small orchestral society, which assisted in services of 
song, concerts, etc., in aid of various good objects, and 
in many other ways did a vast amount of work. The 
expenses connected with the society becoming too 





heavy, it was dissolved in September 1885. Mr. Sin- 
clair was then. connécted. with the London Sunday- 
School Choir, and suggested to the Musical Council of 
that organisation the deSirability of forming an orches- 
tral band as an additional branch of the work. This 
was agreed to; and on’Qctober igth, 1885, the first 
rehearsal of the London Sunday-School Orchestral 
Band was held in Ann’s Place Schoolroom, Hackney 
Road, E., Mr. Luther Hinton (conductor of the London 
Sunday-School Choir) conducting. Commencing with 
a very small number, the membership rapidly grew, and 
in 1887 moved to larger premises in Abbey Street 


“ Schools, Bethnal Green, under the conductorship of 


i 
' 
it 
| 
; 


a . 
SE 













saasinnadsttineeseaennadeeeeneeeeesieemmeimemeenimmeenee meena 


1 Nine te tee 

















Mr. David Davies, the organist of the choir. About 
three years since the orchestra again removed to St. 
Botolph’s Schoolroom, Bishopsgate, where rehearsals 
have continued up to the present time. The band has 
now assumed large proportions, and undertakes im- 
portant work at the annual festivals held at the 
Crystal Palace and Royal Albert Hall, besides giving 
many performances elsewhere. 

Mr. Sinclair, besides acting as secretary of the 
orchestra, has also held simultaneously the office of 
secretary to the Musical Council of the choir, It may 
be said that Mr. Sinclair and the esteemed conductor 
of the band (Mr. David Davies) have worked together 
throughout most harmoniously, 

Mr. Sinclair, although a great sufferer from lame- 
ness, was a most ardent and enthusiastic worker in 
all that he undertook, and his death will be deeply 
mourned by many friends, especially by all the 
executive of the London Sunday-School Choir, many 
of whom attended the funeral at the City of London 
Cemetery, Little Ilford, on Saturday, September 2oth, 
and laid floral tributes of affection and regard on the 
grave. The funeral service was most impressively 
conducted by the Rev. T. F. Touzeau (late of Milton 
Congregational Church, Gravesend). 


CHORAL FESTIVAL AT WELLINGBOROUGH. 


WHEN, some ten or eleven years ago, a few of the 
prominent members of the Wellingborough Congrega- 
tional Church Choir inaugurated a Nonconformist 
choral festival in that town, they could hardly have 
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which did much to make the festival the success it was. 
The choirs were taken from every Nonconformist church 
in the district, the total number of voices being 791. 
The service commenced with the hymn “O Word of 
God incarnate,” which was sung to the tune Ayot Sz. 
Peter (by R. Brown Borthwick), and went grandly. 
Prayer was offered, after which was sung ‘‘ Beyond the 
glittering starry sky,” to the tune Avondale (by J. 
Booth); and then, the lesson having been read by the 
Rev, A. E. Howes, of Crewe, Psalm cxlv. was chanted 
with much precision to Barnby’s setting, and Psalm xl. 


| to music by J. T. Harris. Another prayer followed, 


and next was suig the hymn ‘ There were ninety and 
nine that safely lay,” to Mr. Fountain Meen’s own 


composition Coz/fession, a tuneful and taking piece -of 


| music. 


After this came the anthem “Ye kingdoms 
and nations,” a Welsh composition by Ambrose Lloyd, 


| to which suitable English words had been adapted by 


| magnificent rendering. 


dreamed that they were laying the foundation of what | 


was destined to become one of the largest festivals of 
the kind in the whole country. It was begun in a 
small way, only about 200 voices taking part in the first 
festival, but its popularity has increased year by year. 
It is probable that its further growth will have to be 
checked, or else some arrangements will have to be 
made for dividing it; for if more choirs enter, there 
will not be a place of worship large enough in the 
district to accommodate any but the singers. At this 
year’s festival, which took place on Thursday, the 5th 
ult., the choirs occupied the whole of the body of the 
Wellingborough Congregational Church, one of the 
largest Nonconformist buildings in the Midlands, and 
the gallery was not half large enough for the people 
who would have liked to be present to hear the service. 
As with each year the numbers taking part in the 
festival have inereased, so has the character of the 
service been improved, until with the present year it 
reached a point of perfection that can hardly be sur- 
passed, and it can be said truly, notwithstanding the 
more elaborate music which had to be mastered, the 
choirs never acquitted themselves better, nor has the 
service before gone off with such smoothness and 
effect. This is the more to be remarked, seeing that 
until Thursday afternoon the choirs had never re- 
hearsed together, all having been trained in their 
respective districts by their local conductors; but it 
was evident that each had taken the greatest pains to 
become efficient, and too much praise cannot be 
awarded them for the success which they attained. 
Fach of the choirs was in turn visited by Mr. H. D. 


the Rev. T. Stephens, B.A., and which was given a 
This was perhaps the most 
enjoyable item of the whole service. The next hymn, 
“Come unto Me, ye weary,” was sung to J. B. Dykes’ 
tune; and at its close an eloquent and exceedingly 
appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. C. 
Silvester Horne, M.A., of Kensington. Mr, Walter 
Goodey’s beautiful tenor voice having next ‘been heard 
to advantage in the solo “ Be thou faithful unto death,” 
Mendelssohn's anthem “How lovely are the mes- 
sengers ” was sung, and the last hymn was “ Lead us, 
Father, in the paths of peace,” to the tune Gedet, the 
service closing with the “ Hailstone” Chorus, by 
Handel, and the Benediction. 


Echoes ftom the Churches. 


(Paragraphs for this column should reach us by the 20th of the 
month.) 








METROPOLITAN. 


City.—The fourth season of the Dinner Hour Con- 
certs started on the 17th ult. under good auspices. A 
large and enthusiastic audience met at the City Temple 
Hall, and a good programme was successfully carried 
out. The concerts will be continued every Tuesday, 
from five minutes past one to five minutes to two, till 
further notice. They are intended for those who are 


| engaged in places of business in the immediate neigh- 


Turner, the talented organist and director of the choir at | 


Wellingborough Congregational Church, the conductor 
of the festival, who was accompanied on many oc- 
casions by Mr, J. H. Bellamy, the hard-working 
secretary of the committee, and in this way much was 
done to prepare the choristers for the great event. 
The committee were fortunate in securing as organist 
Mr. Fountairi Meen, who accompanied in a manner that 
could leave nothing to be desired. His performances 
excited universal admiration. Great credit must also be 
given to Mr. H. D. Turner for his able conductorship, 


bourhood, and who have neither the time nor the 
opportunity for hearing good music, but are able to 
spare a little time between one and two o'clock. 
Forest Hitt.—The choir of Emmanuel Church, the 
prize choir in the Crystal Palace competition in June 
last, gave a concert on the 11th ult. at St. James’s Hall, 
Stanstead Road, Forest Hill, in aid of the funds of St. 
James's Church. The glees and part-songs given by 
the choir were Smart’s “Sea King,” Mendelssohn's 
“ Hunting Song,” Horsley’s ‘‘See the chariot at hand,” 
Barnby’'s ‘‘ Sweet and Low,” Macfarren’s ‘‘ The Miller,” 
Pinsuti’s “ The Rhine Raft Song,” and Eaton Faning’s 
“Song of the Vikings.” It is scarcely possible to give 
too much praise to the admirable manner in which 
these were sung, or to speak too highly of the training 
which the choir has received from their able conductor, 
Mr. James W. Lewis. Scarcely inferior in merit were 


| the performances of the small string orchestra, under 


the leadership of Mr. W. H. Hunnex, with the assistance 
of Mr. Alfred Furse at the piano. A violin solo by Mr, 
W. H. Hunnex and ‘cello solo by Mr. Frank Thornton 
were loudly applauded, and the “ Laughing” Glee 
(Abt) was also much appreciated. Mr. J. Thornton 
sang “ The Pilgrim of Love,” and Mr. W. M. Wells 
“The Will o the Wisp” (Cherry). Miss Lillie Scott 
was encored for her admirable singing of , Cellier’s,“‘ So 
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fare thee well,” aud Miss Winifred Drake also gained 
hearty applause for her rendering of Scott Gatty’s 
“Winter.” Mrs. W. H. Hunnex gave Mascherini’s 
“ For all Eternity” and Bevan’s “ The Flight of Ages” 
in a manner that met with warm recognition. 

GOsPEL Oak, HAMPSTEAD.—The harvest thanksgiving 
services were held on Sunday, the 8th ult. At the 
morning service Sydenham’s anthem “ O give thanks” 
was sung; and the evening service included the duet 
“O lovely peace” (/udas), and the anthems “O give 
thanks” (Farebrother) and “Ye shall dwell in the 
land” (Stainer). Appropriate hymns and chants were 
used, and the Rev. H. Le Pla (pastor) preached in the 
morning and the Rev. W. M. Le Pla (of Kingsland) in 
the evening, Mr. C, Darnton (the organist) taking the 
organ throughout. 

HIGHBURY.—Great was the company of worshippers 
assembled at the Quadrant Congregational Church 
on Sunday, the 8th ult., when the musical doings were 
of an elaborate nature. The Rev. W. J. Dawson is to 
be congratulated on the great success which has at- 
tended his ministry there during the past twelve months. 
The church was poorly attended before he took the 
pastorate, but now it is packed at every service with 
a congregation who have great admiration for the 
zeal, energy, and oratorical powers of their popular 
minister. <A large portion of the congregation is made 
up of young people, who like bright and cheerful services. 
Mr. Dawson knows this, and acts accordingly; hence 
there is an abundance of music at the Quadrant. Mr. 
Arthur Briscoe is the talented organist, and most en- 
thusiastically does he exercise his skill on the capital 
three-manual organ. During the past few weeks 
several new members have joined the choir, which now 
numbers nearly sixty voices. We may also mention 
that, during the recent Lucerne conference, Mr. Dawson 
arranged with Miss Edith Hands and Mr. Alexander 
Tucker to assist in the services by singing solos, an 
innovation which will doubtless be welcomed by the 
congregation. Harvest festival services were held on 
the above-mentioned date. At the service proper, in 
the evening, there were three hymns, a chant, and two 
anthems—viz., ‘‘O Lord, how manifold” (Barnby), and 
“ Praise the Lord” (Arthur Briscoe)—together with a 
powerful sermon by Mr. Dawson, lasting fifty minutes. 
One would have thought all this would have proved 
sufficient for the congregation, which seemed to fill 
every nook and corner of the spacious building, and it 
was expected that many would leave at the conclusion 
of the Benediction: almost all, however, remained to 
listen to the after-programme of music, which consisted 
of the solos ‘With verdure clad” (Cveation), sung 
by Miss Etta Wright; ‘‘ Now heaven in fullest glory 
shone” (Creation), by Mr. Alexander Tucker; chorus, 
“The heavens are telling” ; and Mendelssohn’s “ Hear 
my prayer.” Each item went well, the accompaniments 
being played by Mr. Briscoe in a masterly manner. 

KENTISH Town.—On Sunday, the 8th ult., the har- 
vest festival at Lady Margaret Road Wesleyan Chapel 
was held. The interior of the building, which had 
been very tastefully and harmoniously decorated, pre- 
sented a bright and attractive appearance. The pulpit 
and choir-stalls were especially artistic. The Rev. 
Alfred Sargent, the new minister, preached morning 
and evening, giving eloquent and powerful discourses 
on both occasions. Mr. John Sayers, late organist of 
the chapel, officiated at the organ, Mr. Thomas Healing, 
the able choirmaster, conducting. The services were 
bright, the musical part being very well rendered. The 
following were sung during the day, besides the usual 
hymns, etc.:—Te Deum (Hopkins in G); Benedictus 
(to Bancroft’s setting in B flat); anthem, “ O Lord, how 
manifold” (Barnby); anthem, ‘ Because the Lord thy 
God” (Mr. W. Henry Maxfield, Mus. Bac., F.C.O.), A 
short organ recital was given after the morning service, 
which was much appreciated. The evening service con- 








cluded with a triumphal march, appropriately finishing. 


a day of, harvest thanksgiving, so full of bright and 
happy harmony. Great credit, is due to Mr. Healing, 
the choirmaster, for the manner in which, he projected 
and carried out the whole of the musical arrange- 
ments.—A harvest festival was held in the Congre- 
gational Church on Sunday, the 15th ult. Special 
music was well rendered at both services, under the 


| direction of Mr. G. H. Lawrence. The event of.the 


day was the rendering of Mendelssohn's “95th Psalm.” 
In the afternoon a large congregation assembled, 
evidently expecting something great, and they were 
not disappointed. The solo vocalists were’ Miss 
Marianne Richards, Mrs. Alec Morgan, and Mr. Maskell 
Hardy. The chorus consisted of the church choir, 
augmented by a few friends from neighbouring churches, 
under the able conductorship of Mr. G. H. Lawrence, 
the genial and capable organist of the church, with Mr. 
Ernest W. E. Blandford, of East Finchley, at the organ. 
The first hymn was “ All people that on earth do dwell,” 
sung to Old Hundredth. This was followed by a 
brief prayer by the Rev. James Wayman, the pastor. 
Mrs. Morgan then sang Stephen Adams's “ The Holy 
City” with taste and feeling, after which Mr. Blandford 
played the opening bars of the ‘95th Psalm,” leading 
to the tenor solo and chorus “O come, let us kneel 
before the Lord.’ This was splendidly sung. The 
next, ‘‘Come, let us sing,” a more difficult chorus, was 
not quite so satisfactory, until it broke into the passage 
‘For the Lord is a mighty God,” which went along at 
a stately pace, and was very effective. The duet “In 
His hands are all the corners ” was beautifully sung by 
Miss Richards and Mrs. Morgan. ‘For His is the sea, 
and-He has fashioned it” is another chorus that went 
very well; but the next solo and chorus, ‘‘ Henceforth, 
when ye hear His voice,” was weak, and required all 
the skill of the director to hold it together. The 
appendix solo and chorus “For His is the sea,” diffi- 
cult as it is, finishing with the opening phrase of the 
work, allows the chorus to make a good finish. At this 
point an offertory was taken, during which Mr. Bland- 
ford played Bruce Steane’s “ Meditation,” from Zhe 
Organists Magazine of Voluntaries. The congrega- 
tion were then invited to join in singing “ Let us with 
a gladsome mind.” After Miss Marianne Richards had 
sung “ With verdure clad,” from Haydn's Creation, the 
choir sang “ The heavens are telling,” the solo parts 
being taken by Mrs. Morgan, Mr. David Maxwell, and 
Mr. R. Smerdon. Mr. Blandford, who rendered great 
service at the organ by his careful playing, concluded 
with J. B. Calkin’s “ Harvest Thanksgiving” March. 

LAMBETH.—The harvest festival at Upton Chapel 
was celebrated on Sunday, the 15th ult., the church 
being tastefully and appropriately decorated for the 
occasion. Large congregations attended; at the even- 
ing service especially the spacious building was densely 
crowded in every part. An augmented choir led the 
singing, the programme being as follows:—Hymn 382, 
H. A. & M., ‘Come, ye thankful people”; hymn 381, 
H. A. & M., “ Praise, O praise our God and King”; 
chant, Woodward in C; Psalm xcviii.; hymn 378, 
H. A. & M., “A stronghold sure”; anthem, “O come, 
let us sing to the Lord” (Berthold Tours); hymn, * Lord, 
her watch Thy Church is keeping,” to a new tune specially 
composed by H. Ford Benson; hymn, “ Holy is the 
seedtime” (Prothero); chorale,. ‘‘ Now thank we all 
our God” (H. A. & M., 379); hymn 383, H. A. & M., 
“We plough the fields” (Schultze); and closing anthem, 
“O Lord, how manifuld” axgren It was the general 
opinion that the festival was the best of the kind ever 
held at Upton Chapel, the choir singing admirably 
throughout, and the congregation joining in the service 
with a heartiness and unanimity it would be difficult 
to equal under similar conditions, 

Leyton.— Crowded congregations attended the 
harvest festival services at the Congregational Church 
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on Sunday, September 24th, when special music was 
rendered under the direction of the highly esteemed 
conductor, Mr, F. P. Brown, who is one of the oldest 
members of the church. At the evening service the 
anthem ‘Praise, O praise our God and King” (Rev. 
E. V. Hall) and “The Hallelujah Chorus” were capitally 
performed by the choir of about forty members. The 
singing of the congregation was also especially good, 
all the hymns being rendered with spirit and much 
power. The organist, Mr. S. J. Polkinghorn, made good 
use of a rather small organ placed at the back of the 
pulpit. The Rev. Henry Moulson, who for some twelve 
years past has been doing excellent work in Somerset- 
shire, has recently undertaken the pastorate of the 
church ; he is in favour of a really good musical service, 
and will do all in his power to encourage the efforts of 
his choristers jn their exemplary endeavours to place 
the music on a high level. 

Nortu Fincu_ey.—On Friday, September 29th, a 
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PROVINCIAL. 


ACCRINGTON.—The choir of Barnes Street Bethel 
Baptist Chapel had a social gathering in the school on 
Monday, the 2nd ult., in place of the annual picnic. Mr. 
Greenwood presided, and about forty members and 
friends were present. During the evening Mr. E. Watson, 
on behalf of the choir, presented Mr. John H. Kay, the 
conductor, with a beautifully engraved silver teapot, as 
a token of their appreciation of his services. Mr. Kay, 
who was quite taken by surprise, responded. 

Br&CKENHAM.—Harvest festival services were held on 
Sunday, the rst ult. The music was capitally rendered 
under the direction of Mr. Edward A. Coombs, the 
organist. Besides special hymns and chants, anthems 
by Barnby and Myles F. Foster were sung. The solos 
were well rendered by Miss Ada Coombs and Mr. S. 


| Masters. The pastor, the Rev. Thomas Sissons, 


harvest thanksgiving service was held in the Congre- | 
gational Church, which was most tastefully decorated | 


for the occasion. The choir mustered in good numbers, 
and gave an excellent rendering of the music, which 
included a pretty and effective anthem, ‘I will sing of 
Thy mercies,” by Mr. George Hooper, the organist 
The introductory service was undertaken by the Revs. 
T. Hill and S. T. Comer. A very appropriate and 


interesting sermon was preached by the Rev. E. | 3 
| God.” The latter is a fine anthem, full of beautiful 


Griffith-Jones, B.A., of Stroud Green. 

PopLarR.— On Sunday, September 24th, harvest 
festival services were held at Trinity Congregational 
Church. The music at this church is under the direc- 
tion of Mr. Arthur Bayliss, who, with the choir 
(which numbers thirty strong), worked hard to make 
the festival a success. The order of service was some- 
what elaborate, comprising as it did the following 
items:—Morning, Sanctus (Attwood in G); psalm 
(Robinson in E flat); Te Deum (Smart in F); anthem, 
“QO Lord, how manifold” (Barnby); and the usual 
hymns. An afternoon service for young people was 
held, the music for which was of a somewhat higher 
order, but was nevertheless enjoyed by the children 
and adult friends present. The arrangements for even- 
ing included :—Intriot, ‘‘ Lord of all power ” (Minshall) ; 
psalm (Booth in E flat); Magnificat (Calkin in F); 
anthem, “While the earth remaineth” (Tours), the 
tenor solo of which was admirably sung by Mr. Charles 
Veness; and offertory sentences composed by the 
organist and choirmaster of the church, the final Amen 
(sung for the first time) bringing to a close an énjoyable 
service. Afterwards an extra musical service was held, 
a selection of music from Haydn’s Creation forming 
the chief attraction, an organ solo being also included 
in the programme. The entire congregation remained 
to listen to the music, which was rendered in an 
excellent manner. At the conclusion the minister of 
the church, the Rev. R. D. Wilson, publicly thanked 
the organist and choir for their help in the devotions 
of the day. 

Woop GREEN.—On Sunday, September 24th, a 
harvest festival was held in the Congregational Church, 
Lordship Lane. Hymns and special anthems were 
given by the choir, including “ The Lord is loving ” 
(Garrett); “Sing to the Lord of harvest” (Maunder) ; 
‘Ye shall dwell in the land” (Stainer); and “ The 
eyes of all wait upon Thee” (Clare). The singing was 
exceedingly bright, evincing the care and study that 
had been bestowed by the energetic efforts of the newly 
appointed organist and choirmaster, Mr. J. Gardner 
Barnet, who is to be thoroughly congratulated upon the 
result. Miss Etta Wright gave a tasteful rendering of the 
solo ‘‘ With verdure clad” (Creation), and appropriate 
sermons were preached by the Rev. Wallis Jones. It 
is rumoured that an oratorio choir is to be started in 
connection with the church, which is sure to be appre- 
ciated by the musical friends of the congregation. 


preached. 

BunGay.—Harvest services of a very bright and hearty 
character were held in the Congregational Church on 
Sunday, September 24th, the singing being especially 
good. Mr. H. C. Botwright occupied his usual place 
as organist and leader. The anthems in the morning 
were “I was glad” (Callcott) and “ The Lord is my 
strength” (Albert Lowe); in the evening, ‘Fear not, 


| O land (Berridge), and the prize anthem by W. H. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Maxfield, Mus. Bac., F.C.O., “ Because the Lord thy 


effects, and was sung with much feeling and expression. 
The Rev. J. G. Watson preached two excellent sermons, 
drawing practical lessons from the harvest. 

CAMBORNE.—The annual convention of the district 
United Methodist Free Churches was held in September. 
The choirs, numbering about one hundred voices, under 
the direction of Mr. Reginald Sowden, rendered 
“ Brightly gleams our banner” and “Stand up, stand 
up for Jesus” (Minshall) in a very creditable manner. 

CARNARVON.—On Monday, the 16th ult., an organ 
recital and sacred concert was given in the English 
Presbyterian Church. Mr. J. H. Roberts, Mus. Bac., 
presided at the organ, and played a Concerto by 
Handel, Offertoire (Wely), Allegro (Mann), and Minuet 
(Bennett). Miss M. C. Hughes, Miss Annie Griffiths, 
Miss Maggie Roberts, Mr. Tom Powell, and Mr. David 
Jones were the vocalists. 

CovENTRY.—The choir of West Orchard Congrega- 
tional Church gave their first concert in the church on 
the 3rd ult. The principal item in the programme was 
Gaul’s much-admired cantata Ruth, the miscellaneous 
part being as follows :—Anthem, ‘The Lord is loving” ; 
song, “ The Holy City” (S. Adams) ; recit., “I feel the 


| Deity within”; air, “Arm, arm ye brave” (/udas 
| Maccabeus); recit., ‘‘ Behold, a virgin” ; air and chorus, 


“© thou that tellest” ((Zesstah); air, ‘‘ Honour and 
arms” (Samson); organ solos, Communion in E flat 
(Batiste), Postlude in E flat (Batiste); anthem, “ Blessing, 
glory, wisdom, and thanks.” The commodious building 


' was packed from floor to ceiling, and the concert was 
_ evidently very much enjoyed. The solos were well 


rendered by Mrs. Hanson, Miss Pratt, Miss Grant, 


| Mr, W. H. Ward, and Mr. J. Chapman. The excellent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


way in which the choruses were given reflected the 
greatest credit on the choir. Mr. E. H. Corby, organist 
of Christ Church, presided at the organ with much 
ability, and Mr. C. Matthews conducted. A collection 
was taken on behalf of the choir fund. 

GLascow.—The inaugural meeting of the Congrega- 
tional Union was held on Monday evening, the 16th 
ult., in St. Andrew’s Hall. The chair was occupied by 
Sir J. D. Marwick, the Hon. President of the Union, 
and he was supported on the platform by the Rev. J. 
Guinness Rogers, B.A., Rev. John Hunter, D.D., Rev. T. 
Eynon Davies, and other gentlemen; and some most 
useful and stirring addresses were given. The musical 
portion of the programme was remarkably well ren- 
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dered by a combined choir of about one hundred voices | 
from five church choirs—viz., Elgin Place, Trinity, | 


Hillhead, Eglington Street, and Bethany. The pieces 
performed were Smart’s Te Deum in F; the same 
composer’s harvest anthem, “ The Lord hath done great 
things for us,” the solo in which was well sung by Miss 
Baldwin; and “The Hallelujah Chorus” from The 
Messiah, Mr. Sykes, of Trinity Church, conducted, 
whilst the accompaniments were played by Mr. and 
Miss Ryder, of Elgin Place, and Mr. Lewis, of Hillhead, 
on piano and organ respectively. 

HALESWORTH. — The Congregational Church has 
been altered and renovated, and was recently reopened. 
An excellent new organ, consisting of two manuals 
(14 stops), built by Norman Brothers & Beard, has 
been placed in the church. Mr. H. F. Brown very 
efficiently presided at the instrument at the opening 
services. 

HALIFAX.—An excellent organ, containing 24 stops, 
exclusive of couplers, built by Messrs. Abbott & Smith, 
of Leeds, has been placed in Hanover Chapel. It was 
opened on the 12th ult., with a recital given by Mr. 
C. H. Hirst, of Dewsbury, assisted by the choir of the 
chapel. On the 18th ult. another recital was given by 
Mr. W. H. Garland, Mus. Bac. Special services were 
also held on Sundays the 15th and 22nd ult. 

LiscaRD.—On Sunday, September 17th, the Con- 
gregational Church, commenced a series of services, 
which proved to be of a highly successful character, 
in celebration of its jubilee. ‘The officiating minister 
on this day was the Rev. W. Douglas Mackenzie, M.A., 
of Edinburgh, the chairman of the Scotch Congregational 
Union. Gifted with a fine resonant voice, combined 
with an eloquent flow of language and commanding 
presence, he preached with a power which will long 
be remembered by those present. Special hymns, 
appropriate to such a gathering, were heartily sung by 
the choir and congregation. The morning anthem was 
"Praise the Lord, O my soul” (Briscoe), taken from 
the Crystal Palace Festival music of last year. It was 
a particularly well-chosen anthem, and the choir sang 
it capitally, the trio being well rendered by the Misses 
Gwyther, Eskrigge, and Macreavy. The evening 
anthem, ‘ The radiant morn hath passed away,” was 
again admirably given, the various parts being marked 
with much artistic expression.. Mr. Shepherdson, the 
organist and choirmaster, presided at the organ with 
his usual ability, and contributed largely to the success 
of the services by his pleasing selections. We regret 
to notice that the church (which may justly claim to be 
one of the leading churches in the district in matters 
musical) does not use one of the many beautiful settings 
of the Lord's Prayer so generally used now throughout 
the country. _We trust that our friends will take this 
hint, and not be wanting in their efforts to add yet 
another improvement to the beauty of the service in 
God’s house. We are glad to notice that after the 
Benediction the choir sang the Amen, ‘This is as it 
should be; but we think the execution is capable of a 
little more expression, and then it would fitly close a 
musical service of which the members of the choir and 
congregation alike may well feel proud. 

MANCHESTER. — The harvest festival services in 
Rusholme Road Congregational Church, on September 
24th, were a great success. Twosermons were preached 
by the esteemed pastor, the Rev. Dr. Thomson, M.A. 
There was a service of praise in the afternoon, Mr. 
A. B. Ingham presiding at the organ, when the follow- 
ing selections were given by the choir :-—Anthem, “ Sing, 








O heavens” (Sullivan); quartet, ‘God is a Spirit” | 


(Bennett); anthem, ‘‘ Behold, O Lord” (Smart); solo, 
“In native worth” (Haydn); anthem, “ Ye shall dwell ” 
(Stainer) ; solo, ‘‘ How beautiful are the feet” (Handel) ; 
anthem, “Praise the Lord” (Hall). At the morning 
service Spinney’s ‘I will lift up mine eyes” and 
Barnby’s “O Lord, how manifold” were sung; and at 


night, “ Ye shall go out with joy” (Barnby) and “Sing, 
O heavens” (Sullivan) ; also Bunnett’s Magnificat. The 
decorations were most artistic and pleasing. 
MEXBOROUGH.—On Tuesday, the 3rd ult., Mr. G. A. 
Nixon, the talented organist, gave an organ recital in 
the Congregational Church. His programme included 
selections from the works of Herman, Guilmant, Men- 
delssohn, Prout, Salome, and Lemaigre. Mr. Moses 
Soar gave two violin solos, which were appreciated. 
OLDHAM.—We learn from Zhe Oldham Chronicle 
that on a recent Sunday the congregation worshipping 
at Hope Chapel enjoyed a treat as rich as it was un- 
expected. Their usually excellent choir was supple- 
mented by a gentleman from one of the metropolitan 
choirs, who has taken a prominent part in the festivals 
at the Crystal Palace, London, which had been carried 
out by the Nonconformist Choir Union during the last 
year or two. The choral parts of the service gave early 
evidence of assistance of a superior description, but 
not until the Rev. R. M. Davies, before commencing 


| his sermon in the morning, introduced the visitor, an- 
| nouncing that, as was the custom in some of the London 


churches, he would render them a solo, had the congre- 
gation the opportunity of fully judging of the ability of 
the gentleman. The solo chosen was the well-known 
hymn “ Just as I am, without one plea,” to the tune 
Agnes Dei, in the new “Bristol Tune-Book.” It was 
then felt that both words and tune were in the hands 
of one who was entirely master of music and expres- 
sion, and in intense sympathy with the sentiments of 
the beautiful hymn. In the evening the same gentleman 
sang quite as effectively the hymn “ Hark, my soul, it 
is the Lord!” 

Sr. NgEots.—The harvest thanksgiving services in 
connection with the Congregational Church took place 
on September 24th. The pastor, the Rev. R. D. Cooper, 
preached special sermons; and the choir, assisted by 
Nonconformist friends from neighbouring churches, 
rendered the following anthems: “ Praise the Lord, O 
Jerusalem” (Hall), “ Hallelujah Chorus” (Handel). 
The church was tastefully decorated with plants, fruits, 
and flowers, 

SCARBOROUGH.—Harvest festival services have been 
held in Scarborough Cliff Congregational Church. The 
ladies entrusted with the work of decorating the churcli 
had discharged their duties with great credit to them- 
selves; the effect being tasteful in the extreme. The 
pastor, the Rev. H. H. Carlisle, and the Rev. James 
Robertson were the preachers, The choir sang as an 
offertory anthem in the morning Barnby’s “ Lord, how 
manifold,” and in the evening “O taste, and see.” As 
one of the series of harvest thanksgiving services the 
choir (largely augmented for the occasion) sang Men+ 
delssohn’s cantata Lauda Sion. The principals were 
Miss Pickering, soprano; Mrs. E. R. Cross, contralto ; 
Mr. Watson and Mr. J. C. Petch, tenors; Mr. Kelly, 
bass. The soprano solo was very finely sung by Miss 
Pickering; and the quartets by Miss Pickering and 
the vocalists above named, by whom these portions of 
the work were expressively given. The singing was ac- 
companied on the organ by Mr. F. E. Edmond, organist 
of the church; and the whole was conducted by Mr. 
H. Hill, organist of Queen Street Wesleyan Chapel. 

Strockport.—The Edgeley Wesleyan Choir gave a 
sacred concert in the Wesleyan Chapel on Wednesday, 
the 11th ult. The services of Miss Pollitt, Mrs. Bailey, 
ard Messrs. Russell and Walker had been secured, and 
they gave their respective selections in a very creditable 
manner, Mr. Meal, the choirmaster, rendering efficient 
service at the organ, his two solos being much appre- 
ciated. The choir are to be congratulated on. the 


| manner in which they rendered the different selections. 


At the close of the concert, Miss M. Curbishley, for 
many years a singer in the choir, was the recipient of 
a handsome dinner service on the occasion of her 
marriage with Mr. H. Wood. The presentation was 
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made by Mr. A. J. Fawkes, the senior male member of 
the choir, in suitable terms. Mr. Meal also spoke in 


also being given by the members present. 


Wesleyan Chapel on the Ist ult. In addition to 
erie hymns, a Te Deum by the choirmaster, Mr. 


veils st the earth,” we re sung at the morning service, 
and a Magnificat (Read in C), and Hall’s anthem “ Praise 
the Lord, O Jerusalem,” in the evening, Mr. C. Hubble 








organ, 
TROWBRIDGE.—Harvest thanksgiving services have 
been held at the Tabernacle. At the morning se rvice 


Te Deum were sung. The anthem was entitled “ Praise 
the Lord, O Jerusalem” (Hall). The special hymn at 
the evening service was “Praise, my soul, the King 
of heaven,” and the anthem “ Break forth into joy” 
(Simper), the solo being rendered by Mr. Fisher. Solos 
ars Haydn's Creation, ‘With verdure clad,” by Miss 
’, J. Allan, and the recitative “In splendour bright,” 
a Mr. E. Lord, were also carefully sung; the choir 
| taking up the chorus “The heavens are telling ” in an 
admirable manner. Although suffering from a severe 
attack of quinsy, Mr. A. Millington would not vacate 
his seat at the organ; he was present at both services, 
and acquitted himself with his usual ability. The 
morning sermon was preached by the Rev. T. Mann, 
and that in the evening by the Rev. F. W. Clarke, B.A. 
(of Frome). 





Reviews. 


How to Accompany. By Annie Glen. (R. Cocks & 
Co., 6, New Burlington Street, W. 4s.)—The art of 
accompanying artistically is hard to acquire. It is 
more than doubtful if it can be taught effectually. 
There must be an inborn taste and aptitude for it to 
become really efficient. Much possibly can be learnt 
by practice, and by carefully listening to an accom- 


much instruction as it is possible to give, and it is put 
so plainly and concisely that students will find it of 
great service to them. No less than 211 examnles are 
given, comprising selections from the simplest baliad to 
the most difficult operatic air, and upon each the method 
to be adopted is given. The volume, which consists of 
153 pages, is well printed. 
Six Two-part Songs, for Soprano and Contralto. 
i Words by Charles Kingsley, music by Joseph W. G. 
Hathaway. (Bayley & Ferguson, 14, Paternoster Row, 
E.C. 1s.)—These are all very dainty and tasteful com- 
positions. “ Weep, Weep,’ is specially quaint ; but “A 
i Hunting. Song” and “Sing, Heigh-ho!” will perhaps 
prove the most popular of the six, 
| Cantate Domino and Deus Misereatur. By George 
Shinn, Mus. Bac. (Novello & Co. 4d.)—This is an 
easy setting in F for parish choirs. It is very melodious, 
| and will be popular, especially amongst choirs not equal 
ie to difficult music. 
4: Glenview Galop. By Reginald Sowden, Jun. 
(Weekes & Co., 14, Hanover Street, W. 4s.)—A 
4 pleasing composition. 
Hi Summary of Musical History. By C. Hubert H. 
ii’ Parry. (Novello & Co., Berners Street. 2s.)—This is 
the latest addition to Messrs, Novello & Co.’s excellent 
Primers. In a book of 115 pages it would be impos- 
sible to go fully into such a large subject as Musical 
History; but as a “Summary” it is excellent. It 
touches upon all important matters, gives concisely a 
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eulogistic terms of her membership, Mr. Wood suitably | 
responding, hearty congratulations to the happy pair | 


TONBRIDGE.—Harvest services were held in the 


J. Kimmins, A.C.O., and Greene’s anthem “ Thou | 


taking the solo. Mr. W. J. Baldwin presided at the | 


the special hymn “ God is in His temple” and Smart's — 


plished accompanist. In this work the author gives as | 
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vast amount of information, and will probably inspire 
students with a desire to become more fully acquainted 
with the history of the Divine Art. 


Co Correspondents. 


A. B. J.—We do not know of anything suitable for 
Morning Service. There are many written for Evening 
Service. 5 

W. J. F.—(1) Three staves. (2) A chord of the 
“ eth. (3) Yes. 

B. S.—Try Zhe Two Advents (Garrett), aul 
lished by Novello & Co., Berners Street, W. 

A. D.—You are misinformed. 

FE. F. T.—We do not know of a work likely to suit 
you. 

The following are thanked for their letters:—W. D, 
(Kettering); F. J. (Winchester); T. F. S. (Bournemouth); 
| E. M. L. (Manchester); T. P. (Leeds); W. J. D. (Lud- 

low); W. S. (Barnsley); T. S. (Gloucester), 








Staccato Motes. 


Av a festival held at Bangor a thousand singers took 
part, and they were accompanied by two trumpets, 
three trombones, drums, and organ. , 

JosEF HorMann has written a pianoforte sonata, 
which will shortly be published at Breslau. 

Mr. Sims REEVES seems to be coming out again in 
earnest. He has accepted several engagements. 

Mr. JoHN Burns has purchased the Albert Palace 
organ, hoping the building will be secured for the use 
of the public. 

WE learn that the first issue of Mr. E. Prout’s work 
on “Form” is sold put, and a new edition is being 
| printed. 

Dr. MACKENZIE is engaged on the incidental music 
for a new play shortly to be produced at the Lyceum; 
the work is a commission from Mr. H. Irving. 

THE Manchester Royal College of Music was opened 
on the 7th ult. 

THE attendance at the recent Norwich Festival was 
about 1000 more than in 1890. It is a curious thing 
that at Norwich the novelties paid best. Many will be 

| agtonished to learn that Mendelssohn’s SZ, Paul stood, 
| in point of attendance, absolutely lowest on the list, 
| Judith coming next, while Zhe Messiah attracted the 


smallest audience save three, the figures being lower’ 


| than in any previous year. M. Paderewski drew the 
| largest audience, Zhe Golden Legend next, and M. 
Sarasate came third, while Cowen’s Water Lily attracted 
1220 in a hall that only holds 1300 people. 

M. Gounop, the eminent French composer, died from 
an apoplectic stroke on the 18th ult., at the age of 
seventy-five. His most popular works are Faust and 
The Kedemption. - His other principal compositions 
are Philemon et Baucis, The Queen of Sheba, Mirella, 
La Colombe, Cing Mars, Polyeucle (which Gounod 
himself considered contained his finest writing), the 
Tribut de Zamora, Romeo et Juliette. His religious 
works included Mors et Vita, produced at the Bir- 
mingham Festival in 1885, four Solemn Masses, an 
oratorio, Zodias, and the Mass of Joan of Arc. Gounod 
has written several songs which will always be popular 
—viz., “ Nazareth,” “There is a green hill far away,” 
“ Bethlehem,” and “ Noel.” 

JUNE 22nd, 25th, 27th, and 29th next year are the 
| dates fixed for the Handel Festival. 

The Messiah, in its entirety, is to be given in St. 
| James’s Hall, on December 14th, by the students of the 

Guildhall School of Music. 

Mr. G, HENSCHEL will write a short work for the 
| next Birmingham Festival. 














